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Understanding the Take Stock in Children Educational Program
The take stock in children educational program is a program that insists on the value of education for children today (http://www.takestockinchildren.org/). The program is supported by the take stock in children organization, which offers mentorships and scholarships to children from low-income backgrounds. The award also targets students who are at risk of failing to complete their education. The program is, therefore, determined to support children who leave high school graduate to colleges and other institutions of higher learning with the ultimate goal of breaking the poverty cycle. The program thus offers an opportunity for students from both public high schools and local middle public schools. Students, however, need to meet some requirements for them to qualify to apply for this program. Among the required qualifications are;  students must be those eligible for the free lunch or reduced lunch programs at their respective schools and those who attain at least a Grading Point Average of two and a half.
Students who satisfy this criterion are therefore invited to apply for the scholarship program.  After the application, the students are analyzed based on this criterion, and those that qualify are admitted. Upon admission, the qualified students are required to sign a contract in which they vow to maintain their good grades,  adhere to the set moral and behavioral standards, abstain from abusing or using any drugs, avoid engaging and being caught up in any kind of crimes and vow to strictly abide by the school attendance schedules without fail. These vows shall guide the students throughout the entire time they will be in middle and high schools under the program (https://educationfoundation.com/links-for-students/take-stock-in-children-scholarships/).The take stock in children educational program also involves the qualified students being assigned mentors who volunteer to support the students with mentorship programs. As such, the mentors are expected to meet their assigned students at least once every week. The meeting venue is the respective school, where the student is schooling. The programs make use of experts in guidance and counseling services to check the progress of the students while they are both at their middle school and high school.  In the current state, the take stock in children educational program uses three students who are employed as advocates (https://educationfoundation.com/links-for-students/take-stock-in-children-scholarships/). The role of these student advocates is both to create desirable relationships with the students and follow-up the established relationships to ensure they are productive and meet the goals for which they are formed.
Once a student who was in the high school educational program undertake stock in children attains the standard set grading average and that which the student vowed to achieve in the contract, he/ she by default qualifies for a college degree of two years which entails some scholarship. These students are usually taken to the Florida College, which offers them a two year Florida Prepaid Scholarship. The scholarship involves paying for the student sixty credit hours of his/her tuition and college fees. A student can enjoy this scholarship in any of the twenty-eight colleges of Florida. The scholarship can also be used to acquire college or vocational education at any public institution located within the state of Florida. These scholarships are thus available for purchase through the Prepaid Organization of Florida.
The Application Process
The students who desire to be part of the take stock in children educational program must study in any public school at Alachua County. The student must also be in either the seventh, the eighth or ninth grades at the time of application. The student must also be from a family that has a low income according to the guidelines that are found in the application form (https://edfoundationac.org/take-stock-in-children/). The application process usually begins in January, and the students who desire to appear on the application list are required to email their student's name, their grade, and their respective school name. The email is to be sent to the program director named Tia Brock at the email address of Brocktt@gm.sbac.edu or otherwise call the number 352-955-7250 Ext. 6416.
The Means of Supporting the Program
Individuals can support the program by volunteering to be mentors.  The mentors in the take stock in children educational program are required to be advocates for the students, act as the students’ positive role models, and coach the students beside befriending them. Once an individual becomes a mentor, he/she will be allowed to meet his/her scholar weekly at the scholar’s respective school where the mentor can have an opportunity to guide a child towards transiting from high school to college. Each cohort of the students requires its mentors. The individual interested in becoming a mentor is, therefore, needed to fill an online mentor application form.
Individuals who are interested in supporting the take stock in children educational program can also offer their support by sponsoring the students. The cost of sponsoring a student through the take stock in children education program from the time of admission to graduation is currently $5,000 (https://edfoundationac.org/take-stock-in-children/). This cost covers both the services that the students receive when they are enrolled in the take stalk in the children education program and the cost of the two year prepaid scholarship at any Florida colleges.  The support given also enables the students to engage in activities of career exploration, attend college tours, and also be trained on financial literacy skills. The support also helps the students receive comprehensive and customized assistance with all the college applications and any other benefits offered at the student’s respective college.
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